Archival Review, Issue 1 (2025)

The introductory study of the first 2025 issue of Archival Review focuses on a lesser-known yet highly valuable type of records: documents preserved in technical drawing collections (László Köcze). We can learn about the challenges facing reference services from the cases of two institutions that, because of chronic space shortages, rent research rooms partly away from their records (József Csermelyi). On the occasion of the institution’s move to a new site, a report reviews the past twenty years of the Archives of Eötvös Loránd University (Krisztina Tóth). Continuing our Archivist Interview series, this issue features an interview with Ádám Erdész. In the series of Collection Descriptions this time there is an introduction to the Archives of the Otto von Habsburg Foundation (Szilveszter Dékány). An interesting mosaic piece of county archive history is revealed by an article by Márta Kőfalviné Ónodi. The content is enriched by two Project Briefs: one summarizes a workshop on the archival application of artificial intelligence (Anna Kulcsár); the other summarizes the lessons of the Archival Picnic, organized now for the seventh year (Csaba Fehér). The issue also contains a review and the 2024 bibliography of archival publications.


László Köcze: Technical drawing collections in the vehicle industry: the microfilm collection of the Ikarus Body and Vehicle Works

The aim of this study is to present the key types of a significant group of technical records, namely the drawings used in mechanical engineering, and to help understand the structure of technical drawing collections in the vehicle industry. The basis of the investigation was the microfilm collection of the technical drawing archive of Ikarus Body and Vehicle Works, a formerly prominent actor in Hungarian vehicle manufacturing, which has been preserved in the Hungarian Museum of Science and Technology and Transport. The focus on the vehicle industry is justified not only by the history and importance of the sector after World War II – Ikarus, despite all its extremes and contradictions, was one of the world’s leading bus manufacturers in the 1980s – but also by the ongoing, markedly intense interest in modern vehicle production compared with other industries. The presentation of Ikarus’s technical drawings can also help both to better understand technical editing processes and to organize, manage, and evaluate the records of other companies involved in road vehicle manufacturing.


József Csermelyi: Reference Service “Hosted Elsewhere”

For a long time, the lack of in-house storage capacity in archives posed almost insurmountable difficulties for researchers wishing to study records temporarily stored at external, rented locations. These situations were particularly problematic when the supposedly temporary accommodation lasted for years. Today, the archival profession – albeit not in all cases, and even then only through extra effort – is able to provide solutions to such problems. This paper presents two cases in which the custodian archive ensured that the records could be researched smoothly at an external site: one is the trade union records of the National Archives of Hungary (NAH), which are now accessible at the Pest County Archives of the NAH, and the other is the Lutheran Central Archives, where approximately 95% of the holdings can be consulted at the Budapest City Archives.


Krisztina Tóth: An archive on the edge of the city – The Archives of Eötvös Loránd University between 2005 and 2024

At the end of 2024, the archives of Eötvös Loránd University moved from its previous site on Maglódi Road, which it had used for almost twenty years. Part of the material has been relocated to the central building of the University Library – where the reference service currently operates – and part has been placed in an external repository outside Budapest. This piece provides a sketch of the authentic history of the archive over the past twenty years and briefly touches on the history of the building complex on Maglódi Road that served as its home, while also reflecting on the period before the university archive was located on Maglódi Road.


Márta Kőfalviné Ónodi: How Ferenc Móra did not become an assistant archivist in Kiskunfélegyháza

After completing his university studies and a year of teaching in Felsőlövő, Ferenc Móra returned to his hometown of Kiskunfélegyháza, where he spent several months unemployed before joining the editorial office of the Szegedi Napló. This article aims to shed light on why, during those months in Kiskunfélegyháza, Móra – who would later become a celebrated author – failed to obtain the assistant archivist position that had been under consideration at the time. In addition to introducing the key figures involved in the preceding events, the article attempts, through contemporary sources, to reconstruct both the factual developments and the underlying motivations.


Szilveszter Dékány: The Collection of the Otto von Habsburg Foundation

In 2016, an agreement between the Government of Hungary and Karl von Habsburg led to the establishment of the Otto von Habsburg Foundation. The main purpose of the institution is to preserve Otto von Habsburg’s material legacy, to arrange it into a unified collection, to process it, and to ensure scholarly access to it. After the material was transported to Budapest, processing work began in August 2018. During this period, the major divisions were established: Library, Archive, Photo and Audiovisual Collection, and Object Collection. The study provides an outline description of each subcollection and its processing. In addition, it presents the digitization and database-building activities, book publishing, and event organization carried out by the institution, and provides information on research opportunities in the holdings.
